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Celebrating Fair Housing Month in Yemassee:
A Dedication to Equality and Inclusion

This April, the Town of Yemassee proudly reaffirms its commitment to the
principles of fair housing by declaring April as Fair Housing Month. This
significant resolution underscores our community's ongoing dedication to
upholding and advancing the fair housing regulations established by the
State of South Carolina and the United States Government. It's a time to
reflect on our progress towards ensuring equal housing opportunities for
all, regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, or
disability, and to recommit ourselves to the journey ahead.

The Importance of Fair Housing

Fair housing is more than just a legal requirement; it's a fundamental right
supporting every community member's well-being and prosperity. By
promoting diverse, inclusive neighborhoods, we enhance the vibrancy of
our town and the quality of life for all residents. The principles of fair
housing encourage us to look beyond our differences, fostering a
community spirit rooted in mutual respect and understanding.

Yemassee's Dedication to Fair Housing

In alignment with the fair housing regulations of the State of South Carolina
and the United States Government, Yemassee takes a proactive stance in
eliminating housing discrimination and promoting equal opportunity for all
its residents. This dedication is evident in our efforts to educate the
community about fair housing rights and responsibilities, address and
resolve housing discrimination complaints, and implement policies ensuring
equal access to housing.

What Fair Housing Month Means for Yemassee

The declaration of April as Fair Housing Month is more than a ceremonial
acknowledgment; it's a call to action for all Yemassee's residents and
businesses. It's an invitation to engage in meaningful dialogues, participate
in educational events, and contribute to initiatives that support fair housing
practices. This month serves as a reminder of the power of community in
overcoming barriers to equality and the importance of everyone’s role in
fostering an inclusive town.

Looking Forward

As we celebrate Fair Housing Month, let us renew our commitment to
breaking down barriers to fair housing and building a community where
everyone can find a place to call home. The Town of Yemassee looks
forward to continuing its work with local partners, organizations, and
residents to ensure our housing market is accessible and equitable for all.
Together, we can make Yemassee a shining example of how dedication to
fair housing principles enriches a community. Let's use this April to reflect
on our progress, educate ourselves and our neighbors, and take concrete
steps toward a more inclusive future. Here's to a month of celebration,
education, and renewed dedication to the principle that fair housing is a
right, not a privilege.

Join us in observing Fair Housing Month this April and participate in the
ongoing journey towards achieving equal housing opportunities for
everyone in our community. Your involvement makes a difference in
building a more inclusive, equitable Yemassee.

Shrimp Festival Committee,
Thursday, April 11, 2024, at 6:30 pm.

The meeting will occur at the Yemassee Community Center, 10 Mixon St,
Yemassee. This gathering will be an excellent opportunity for those
interested in contributing to the planning and execution one of our town's
most anticipated events. Didn’t attend the first meeting? We still want you!
Come on out to share your insights, ideas, to make our 30th Annual
Yemassee Shrimp Festival one to remember!

Good news! The Beaufort-Jasper Housing Trust is offering $250,000 to aid
approximately 30 households in securing their first home. These funds can
be utilized for closing costs, down payments, soft second mortgages, or
reducing home prices. This initiative aims to enhance existing programs
benefiting first-time homebuyers. Funding is available on a competitive
basis to organizations experienced in financing homebuyers. Applications
must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on March 28, 2024. For more information
on the criteria, please visit the link below. Don't miss this opportunity to
make homeownership dreams a reality! DYK: The Town of Yemassee,
along with our partners Beaufort County Government SC, Jasper County
Government, SC along with City Beaufort SC, City of Hardeeville, SC,
Town of Port Royal, Town of Bluffton Government, and the Town of Hilton
Head Island Government formed the Beaufort Housing Trust to collectively
work towards improving accessibility and inventory of affordable housing
throughout our region.

Business License Renewal: A Timely Reminder

Yemassee business licenses are valid from May 1 through April 30 of each
calendar year. Renewal notices will be dispatched in March to maintain
compliance and ensure your business operations continue seamlessly. The
deadline for payment is April 30. We urge you to avoid late fees by
adhering to this timeline. Accounts unsettled by the due date will incur a
5% monthly penalty, applicable for up to two months.

Location Verification: Ensuring You're Within Town Limits

Yemassee's unique positioning across four counties brings a special
reminder: do not rely solely on the ZIP code 29945 to determine if your
business or job site falls within the Town Limits. Yemassee encompasses
parts of Beaufort and Hampton counties. Confirming your location's
eligibility is crucial for compliance and benefiting from town resources.
For more information click here

Special Permits for Food and Beverage Sales

Businesses selling prepared foods and beverages are reminded of the
necessity to obtain the appropriate food safety permits. Additionally, you
must collect and remit a 2% Hospitality Tax on sales of prepared food and
beverages, contributing to the town's hospitality and tourism initiatives.

Accommodations Tax for Short-Term Lodging

For those offering transient overnight lodging for 90 days or less, please
remember to assess and remit a quarterly 3% Accommodations Tax. This
tax is vital for supporting tourism and infrastructure projects within our
town.

For more information Click this link

The Town of Yemassee needs Volunteers to help improve our community and advise
the council on our community. 

Currently, we have openings on:

Beautification Commission
Historic Preservation Commission 

Put in your application now!

Be in the know!
All committee and council meetings

are open to the public.
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