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TOWN OF YEMASSEE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm 

 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 

Yemassee Municipal Complex 

101 Town Cir, Yemassee, SC 29945 

I. Call to Order – Mayor Colin Moore 
II. Pledge of Allegiance & Invocation 

III. Determination of Quorum 
a. Consent of the Agenda for the June 11, 2019 Town Council Meeting 
b. Approval of the May 14, 2019 Town Council Meeting Minutes. 
c. Approval of the March 5, 2019 Town Council Meeting Minutes. 

IV. Old Business (Final Readings) 
a. Second Reading on Annexation Ordinance 19-04, annexing 0.50 acres, located at 

207 Bing Street into the Town of Yemassee corporate limits and further 
identified by Tax Map Number: 198-00-00-014. (Applicant: Estella Williams) 

b. Second Reading on Annexation Ordinance 19-05, annexing 18.00 acres, located 
at 1322 Salkehatchie Road into the Town of Yemassee corporate limits and 
further identified by Tax Map Number: 197-00-00-068. (Applicant: Deloris 
Williamson) 

c. Second Reading on Annexation Ordinance 19-06, annexing 2.00 acres, located at 
1755 Salkehatchie Road into the Town of Yemassee corporate limits and further 
identified by Tax Map Number: 197-00-00-029. (Applicant: John Washington) 

d. Second Reading on Ordinance 2019-1012, amending the Town of Yemassee 
Fiscal Year 2019 Budget to Recognize Additional Expenditures and to Allocate 
Sources of Revenue for all Funds. 

V. New Business (First Reading) 



· 

 

 

“FOIA Compliance – Public notification of this meeting has been published and posted in 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Yemassee policies.” 

a. First Reading on Annexation Ordinance 19-03, annexing 1.00 acres, located on 
John Street into the Town of Yemassee corporate limits and further identified by 
Tax Map Number: 198-00-00-085. (Applicant: Hayden Robinson) 

VI. Proclamation 
a. National Night Out 2019 

VII. Department Reports 
a. Police Department, Recreation Department, Municipal Court, Administration 

VIII. Committee Reports 
a. Train Station Restoration Project 

IX. Public Comment 
a. Public Comment is limited to two minutes in length 

X. Adjournment 
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Town of Yemassee Town Council Meeting 
May 14, 2019 

6:30 P.M. 
The Town of Yemassee Council held its regularly scheduled Town Council meeting 
on Tuesday May 14, 2019 at 6:30 at the Municipal Complex, in Yemassee, South 
Carolina. Present: Mayor Colin Moore, Council Member(s) – Chuck Simmons, 
Peggy O’Banner & Alfred Washington. Absent: Council Member Michelle Hagan. 
Staff present: Town Clerk Matthew Garnes & Administrative Assistant Verlynda 
Singleton. 

 
Determination of Quorum:  

Mayor Moore was present. Council Member(s) Simmons, O’Banner & Washington 
were present. Council Member Hagan was absent. Meeting was opened at 
6:33PM.  Council Member O’Banner gave the Invocation and the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

Adoption of Agenda:  
 Council Member O’Banner made the motion to approve the agenda as presented, 
 Second by Council Member Simmons. All in favor. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 

3a) Council Member O’Banner made the motion to approve the April 8, 2019 
Town Council Meeting Minutes as presented. Second by Council Member 
Washington. All in favor. 
 
3b) Mr. Garnes presented the meeting minutes from March 5, 2019 that were 
previously contested by Council Member Simmons. Council Member Simmons 
advised he still had issues with the motion for item 5.2. Discussion amongst the 
Council continued. Mr. Garnes said he played back the recording with Ms. 
Singleton and they both heard the recording which confirmed the minutes as 
presented. Mayor Moore suggested to Council Member Simmons to come in and 
play back the tape during the next month. 
 

Proclamations:  
 

4a) Council Member O’Banner read the proclamation on Small Business Week 
which was then signed by Mayor Moore. 
 
4b) Council Member O’Banner read the proclamation on National Safe Boating 
Week and presented the Proclamation to the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 10-1 that was in attendance. 
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Formal Items: 
 

5a) Mayor Moore read the Ordinance amending the Town of Yemassee Schedule 
of Rates & Fees. He reminded the attending public that this brought the outdated 
fee schedule up to date and removed fees that no longer applied such as fees 
that the Town assessed when the Town maintained its own Water Department. 
The new fee schedule also includes fixed fee amounts for residential and 
commercial building permits and mobile home permits. Council Member 
O’Banner made the motion to approve the Ordinance. Second by Council 
Member Simmons. All in favor. 
 
5b) Council Member Washington made the motion for first reading on 
Annexation Ordinance 19-03 annexing approximately 1.00 acre of land on John 
Street. Council Member O’Banner advised she would be abstaining on the vote 
due to a conflict of interest. During the discussion, Council Member Simmons 
pointed out a discrepancy on the Agenda and the Ordinance with the name of the 
property owner. Council Member Simmons objected to the issue and stated that 
he would like to not move forward on the Annexation until it was corrected on 
the agenda and would like to table it accordingly. Council Member Simmons 
made the motion to table the first reading until the next meeting. Second by 
Council Member Washington. Council Member O’Banner abstained. Motion 
carried. 
 
5c) Council Member O’Banner made the motion for first reading on Annexation 
Ordinance 19-04 annexing approximately 0.50 acres of land located at 207 Bing 
Street. Second by Council Member Simmons. All in favor. 
 
5d) Council Member Simmons made the motion for first reading on Annexation 
Ordinance 19-05 annexing approximately 18.00 acres of land located at 1322 
Salkehatchie Road. Second by Council Member O’Banner. All in favor. 
 
5e) Council member O’Banner made the motion for first reading on Annexation 
Ordinance 19-06, annexing approximately 2.00 acres of land located at 1755 
Salkehatchie Road. Second by Council Member Washington. All in favor. 
 
5f) Mayor Moore read Ordinance 2019-1012 amending the Town of Yemassee 
Fiscal Year 2019 Budget to Recognize Additional Expenditures and to Allocate 
Sources of Revenue for all Funds. Mayor Moore explained that the budget is 
being amended to increase projected revenues on Business Licenses, Local 
Hospitality Tax, Victim Services, Homestead Exemption & Manufacturers 
Reimbursement. The amendment adds a new line to the General Fund budget 
under Administration for Festival Office utilities. This is meant to categorize utility 
bills specifically for the Festival Office, keeping it separate from Town Hall utilities. 
The LRWS Franchise fee line is being reduced from $45,000 to $15,000 due in part 
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to constituents being more conservative with their use of water & wastewater 
services. The Police Department Auto Maintenance line is being amended from a 
$30,000 budget to $50,000 with the $20,000 being moved from the Contingency 
Fund. Council Member O’Banner made the motion for first reading. Second by 
Council Member Washington. All in favor. 
 
5g) Mayor Moore read the resolution authorizing the Town Clerk to execute an 
application on behalf of the Town of Yemassee, for enrollment and subsequent 
membership in the South Carolina State Insurance Benefit Program (PEBA) and 
complete the associated enrollment steps. Council Member Washington made 
the motion to approve the resolution. Second by Council Member Simmons. All in 
favor. 
 

Department Reports: 
 
6a) Chief Alexander reported that they have received three used police vehicles 
from the surplus pool at the North Charleston Police Department. This week is 
National Law Enforcement Appreciation Week and encouraged everyone to thank 
a Police Officer if you see one for the good job that put in each day. Chief 
Alexander advised that August 7th is National Night Out in Yemassee. This is the 
4th year that the Town has done it and we look forward to hosting it again. Council 
Member O’Banner wished to thank the Police Department for fantastic work they 
do for the Town. Council Member O’Banner also asked Chief Alexander if the 
Police Department would be able to help her at a BBQ event she is looking to host 
at the Town Hall on June 29th. The event will be named “Books, Bubbles and 
Burgers” and all are welcome to attend. 
 
6b) Mr. Garnes reported on behalf of the Recreation Department. He advised that 
the Town has installed additional playground equipment such as plastic mulch 
and barriers for the mulch at Moore’s Park and more equipment is slated to be 
delivered next week. Mr. Garnes also reported that the Harold Peeples Field 
concession stand has been opened now and has been turning a good profit and 
selling food at the games. 
 
6c) Mr. Garnes gave a report on the Administrative Department. 
 

Committee Reports: 
 

7a) Mr. Goodwin from the Train Station Restoration Project reported that the 
Train Station upgrades are progressing along well. The floor should be stained 
next week and then some final painting should be done. He advised that the 
contract with Amtrak specifies that they will provide a Janitor and they currently 
do not. Mr. Goodwin would like the Town to look into this. Council Member 
Simmons suggested getting together with Amtrak to work on getting them to 
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provide the Janitor. Mr. Goodwin also reported that there is a small library in the 
waiting room that a town resident operates and asked if anyone had any 
children’s books that they would not mind donating to the Library.  
 
7b) Festival Committee had no report 
 
7c) Mr. Garnes gave a report for the Section 504 Committee. The Committee has 
met several times over the past month and has nearly finished evaluating all the 
Town owned properties for ADA compliance. The next step will be drafting a 
Transition Plan to outline the steps the Town can take to implement the 
necessary fixes to become ADA compliant.  
 

Public Comment: 
 

8a) Douglas Mickens (64 Wesley Drive) - Mr. Mickens wished to update the 
Council and attending public on the efforts and outreach that has occurred in 
Zone A. Last week they initiated a litter pickup on Cochran Street from SC-68 to 
Riley Street and picked up over 20 bags of trash and several tires. Mr. Mickens 
was disappointed to report that not even a week later there was trash strewn 
along Cochran Street once again and encouraged the residents throughout the 
Town in other zones to pitch in and do their part to clean up their neighborhoods. 
Mr. Mickens asked if the Town would be able to provide bags and ice water. 
Council Member Simmons informed them the Town would provide all the trash 
bags and ice water they would need. Mr. Mickens also inquired if the Town had 
filled the Public Works position to which Council Member O’Banner replied that 
the part time position had been filled and the Town is still seeking an applicant for 
the full-time position. 

 
Executive Session: 
 

Mayor Moore advised that the Council needed to enter Executive Session to 
discuss two items; the first being the discussion of negotiations incident to 
proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or purchase of property, 
the receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to a pending, 
threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-client 
privilege, settlement of legal claims, or the position of the public agency in other 
adversary situations involving the assertion against the agency of a claim. The 
second item for discussion in Executive Session was regarding the development of 
security personnel or devices. Council Member O’Banner made the motion to 
enter Executive Session. Second by Council Member Simmons. All in favor. The 
Council entered Executive Session at 8:02PM. 
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Council Member Washington made the motion to leave Executive Session, 
Second by Council Member O’Banner. The Council adjourned Executive Session at 
8:29PM. 
 
Mayor Moore advised that the Council discussed the outcome of the bids 
received in regards to the Solid Waste RFP. The current contract with Republic 
Waste ends on September 30, 2019. The Council has decided to award the 
contract for a five-year period to S&S Disposal beginning October 1, 2019. Council 
Member O’Banner made the motion. Second by Council Member Simmons. All in 
favor. 
 
Mayor Moore asked for a motion to adjourn. Council Member O’Banner made the 
motion to adjourn. Second by Council Member Washington. All in favor. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:32PM. 
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Town of Yemassee Town Council Meeting 
March 5, 2019 

6:30 P.M. 
The Town of Yemassee Council held its regularly scheduled Town Council meeting on Tuesday March 5, 
2019 at 6:30 at the Municipal Complex, in Yemassee, South Carolina. Present: Mayor Colin Moore, 
Council Member(s) – Chuck Simmons, Peggy O’Banner, Alfred Washington & Michelle Hagan. Staff 
present: Town Clerk Matthew Garnes & Administrative Assistant Verlynda Singleton. 

 
Determination of Quorum:  

Mayor Moore was present. Council Member(s) Simmons, O’Banner, Washington 
& Hagan were present. Meeting was opened at 6:31PM.  Council Member 
O’Banner gave the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
 Adoption of Agenda:  
 3.1 Council Member O’Banner made the motion to approve the agenda as presented,  
  Second by Council Member Hagan. All in favor. 
 
 Approval of the Minutes:  

4.1 Council Member Hagan made the motion to approve the minutes with corrections. 
Second by Council Member O’Banner. All in favor. 

 
Second Readings 
 
5.1 Council Member Simmons made the motion to approve the second reading an 

Ordinance annexing approximately 100 acres of land on Salkehatchie Road. 
Second by Council Member O’Banner. All in favor. 

5.2 Council Member O’Banner made motion to approve the second reading on an 
Ordinance 2.305 amending the Yemassee Municipal Code, Article III, Section 
2.305. Second by Council Member Hagan. All in favor. 

 
Presentation of FY17/FY18 Audit 
 
6.1 Bill Hancock had a family emergency and was unable to attend the meeting 

tonight. He advised that he will be here at the regularly scheduled meeting in 
April and apologized for the inconvenience. 

 
Department Reports: 

 
7.1 Police Department – Chief Alexander wished to thank those who came to the 

opening ceremony for the Yemassee Police substation. Many people were 
shocked with how nice the building looked on the inside. Chief Alexander invited 
everyone to the National Crime Victims Right Week Vigil on Monday April 8, 
2019 at the Town Hall. The event is being coordinated by our Crime Victims 
Advocate, Mrs. Pinckney. Chief Alexander also wished to commend Corporal 
Watson for a job well done. Ms. Davis from 72 Reeves Street got up and read a 
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letter that she wrote regarding a response to her house in which Corporal Watson 
responded. Corporal Watson arrived at the residence and immediately began 
performing CPR and continued doing so until the Fire Department arrived and 
stayed with the family for quite some time afterwards to see if there was anything 
the Yemassee Police Department could provide. Ms. Davis extended her deepest 
appreciation to Corporal Watson and the Yemassee Police Department. 

7.2 Recreation Department – Council Member Simmons advised that he has almost 
finished up the bargaining with the quotes for some additional playground 
equipment. 

 
Committee Reports: 
 
8.1 Mr. Goodwin reported that the electrical meters are in and will be ready for 

permanent service inspections within the next week or so. 
 
Public Comment: 
 

9.1 Paul Holmes (573 Ridgecut Road) – Mr. Holmes wished to inquire about the 
town’s annexation practices. Mr. Holmes had a flyer that has been circulated by 
an individual the Early Branch area both on Facebook and in person that is 
spreading misconceptions regarding annexations by the Town of Yemassee. Mr. 
Holmes wanted to know if the Town was attempting to annex Early Branch and 
Ridgecut and bring water and sewer along with it. Council Member Hagan wished 
to dispel the rumors that the Town was trying to expand through Early Branch and 
Ridgecut and told the attending public that the Town would only extend as far as 
the last person that signs a petition. Additionally, the Council informed the 
attending public that the water and sewer is maintained by Lowcountry Regional 
Water System and the town does not control their growth.  

 
    
Adjournment: 

 
Mayor Moore asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion to adjourn was 
made by Council Member O’Banner, second by Council Member Hagan. All in 
Favor. Meeting Adjourned at 7:28pm. 

 





































AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF YEMASSEE  

ORDINANCE NO. 2019- 1012 

FY 18/19 BUDGET Amendment 

 

TO AMEND THE BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF YEMASSEE, SOUTH CAROLINA, FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 2019; TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENDITURES OF CERTAIN FUNDS; 

AND TO ALLOCATE THE SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR THE SAID FUNDS. 

 

WHEREAS, Section 5-7-260 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina requires that a municipal 
council act by ordinance to adopt a budget, pursuant to public notice; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council did adopt the Budget Ordinance 2018-1010 on August 31, 2018 for 
the fiscal year 18/19; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 3 and 11 of said budget, the Town Council desires to amend 
the General Fund appropriations for Fiscal Year 2019 to reflect expenditures related to 
unforeseen automobile maintenance expenses; recreation expenditures and to reflect 
increased revenue and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
YEMASSEE, SOUTH CAROLINA; AND IT IS ORDAINED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE SAID TOWN 
COUNCIL: 

 

SECTION 1.  AMENDMENT The adopted fiscal year 2019 budget is amended to make the 
following changes and additions to the funds from prior year and to the projected revenue and 
expenditure accounts as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

General Fund Approved Budget 

03-5050 | Automobile Maintenance $30,000.00 
Police Department Operating Approved Budget $244,076.01 
Police Department Operating Budget After Amendment $264,076.01 

 

Income Amendments 

Line Category Previous 
Amount 

Amended 
Amount 

10-3103 Business Licenses $30,000.00 $60,000.00 
10-3171 Local Hospitality Tax $25,000.00 $50,000.00 
10-3601 Victim Services $16,000.00 $48,269.41 
10-3108 Homestead Exemption $0.00 $11,500.00 
10-3106 Manufacturers Reimbursement $87.33 $1498.17 
10-5531 LRWS Franchise Fee $45000.00 $15000.00 

 

Expense Line Additions 

Line Category Amount 
01-5039 Festival Office Utilities $2000.00 

 

Contingency Fund Balance  

30-5001 | Contingency Fund $40,659.32 
Transfer to 03-5050 -$20,000.00 
30-5001 | Projected balance after Amendment $20,659.32 

 

 

SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY If any section, phrase, sentence, or portion of this Ordinance is for 
any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion 
shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.  

  

SECTION 3.  EFFECTIVE DATE This Ordinance shall be effective upon its enactment by the Town 
Council for the Town of Yemassee.  

  



 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF YEMASSEE ON THIS 
11TH DAY OF JUNE 2019. 

 

        _______________________ 

        Colin J Moore, Mayor 

        Town of Yemassee, South Carolina 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

Matthew E Garnes, Town Clerk 

Town of Yemassee, South Carolina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Council Motion Recommendation: 

“I make a motion to approve the Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending the Town of 
Yemassee Fiscal Year 2019 Budget to Provide for the Expenditures of Certain Funds; and to 
Allocate Sources of Revenue for the Said Funds.” 



PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Town Watch (NATW), Ring, AT&T, Dietz & Watson 
& Associa are sponsoring a unique, nationwide crime, drug and violence prevention program on 
August 6, 2019 entitled “National Night Out”; and 

WHEREAS, the “36th Annual National Night Out” provides a unique opportunity for the Town 
of Yemassee to join forces with thousands of communities across the country in promoting 
cooperative, police-community crime prevention efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the Yemassee Police Department through joint crime and violence prevention 
efforts in Yemassee and supports “National Night Out 2019” locally; and 

WHEREAS, it is essential that all citizens of Yemassee be aware of the importance of crime 
prevention programs and impact that their participation can have on reducing crime, drugs and 
violence in Yemassee; and, 

WHEREAS, police-community partnerships, neighborhood safety, awareness and cooperation 
are important themes of the National Night Out Program; and, 

WHEREAS, The Yemassee Police Department has hosted this event for five years and shall 
continue to host it annually on the first Tuesday of August; and, 

WHEREAS, The Town of Yemassee will continue to strengthen public and private relationships 
with residents and businesses alike through community outreach programs such as National 
Night Out; and, 

WHEREAS, we commend the work of all staff, volunteers and local sponsors who work 
tirelessly to make this event the best it can be; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, The Town Council of the Town of Yemassee, South Carolina hereby 
proclaim the first Tuesday in August as National Night Out Day in Yemassee. 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the Town of Yemassee 
to be affixed this 11th day of June 2019. 

 

 

___________________________                                                   _________________________ 

Colin J Moore, Mayor              Matthew E Garnes, Town Clerk 



 

        TOWN OF YEMASSEE 
                      101 Town Circle· P.O. Box 577  
                           Yemassee, SC 29945  
·                     1-843-589-2565 Telephone  
                           1-843-589-4305 Fax 
               Home of the Annual Shrimp Festival 
 

 
To: Town Council 
 
From: Matthew Garnes, Town Clerk 
 
Date: June 7, 2019 
 
Re: Monthly Town Clerk Report 
 
 
Town Operations / Community Meetings 
 

• Weekly meetings with senior staff team. 
• Section 504 Committee Meeting May 23, 2019 
• Recreation Committee Meeting May 31, 2019 

 
 
Town Council / Town Attorney Related Meetings 

 
• Weekly Mayor / Police Chief / Town Clerk Meeting 
• Phone conference with Scott Grooms, Beaufort County Broadcast Services on 

May 13th. 
• Phone conference with Beaufort County Finance Director Alicia Holland on May 

20th. 
• Phone conference with Beaufort County Auditor Jim Beckert May 24th. 
• Phone conference with Town Auditor Bill Hancock May 24th. 
• Phone conference with Hampton County Auditor Teresa Williams May 24th. 
• Meeting with Mayor Moore & Beaufort County Administrator Ashley Jacobs on 

May 24th. 
• Meeting with Mayor Moore, Hampton County Administrator, Hampton County 

Fire Chief, Hampton County Building Inspector, Hampton County E-911 
Coordinator, Hampton County Emergency Services Director, Yemassee Public 
Works Superintendent, State Revenue & Fiscal Affairs E-911 Director, RFA GIS 
Analyst on June 6th. 

• Meeting with Mayor Moore, Governor McMaster and other Beaufort County 
municipal leaders at Beaufort EOC on June 7th. 
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